 


    How to give your horse an intramuscular (IM) shot in the neck

Safety Note: Be sure to consult with your veterinarian about the type of drug needed, methods of administration, dosage for your horse, adverse reactions, handling precautions and drug storage. 

**NEVER give Banamine (Flunixin) in the muscle. It requires oral or IV administration**

1. Horse handling: Be sure your horse is haltered and adequately held with a lead rope. You can use treats or a handful of grain as a distraction when poking with the needle. 
2. Needle: Always use a clean, sterile needle for every injection. Never re-use a needle. We recommend a 20 gauge, 1 ½ inch needle for IM injections. 
3. Injection techniques: 
a. Make sure the area is clean. 
b. Stand in a safe position in case your horse reacts to the poke. 
c. On the injection site of the neck, pinch a small amount of skin to distract the horse. 
d. Gently insert the needle into the injection site at a perpendicular angle to the horse. Do not stab the needle aggressively into the muscle. 
i. Aspirate: Always aspirate (pull back on the plunger) before injecting the drug. If there is blood, pull the needle back, redirect the needle, aspirate again (making sure there is not blood), then inject the drug. 
e. If you are giving a large injection volume (more than 15mL), consider redirecting the needle or splitting the injection volume to either side of the neck. 
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Neck injection site:  The base of the horse’s neck where it joins at
   the shoulder. Imagine a triangle shape at the base of the neck.
   This is your injection site - inject in the middle of this triangle. 
   Be sure not to be too high or low on the neck. 

*Pectoral and hind end injection sites can also be used. Please consult with your vet on where those locations are and if they are necessary for your horse. 

Adverse Reaction Signs: 
· Swelling and heat at the injection site 
· Hives, increased respiratory rate/effort, lethargy, decreased appetite, etc.
        		Please consult your vet ASAP if you notice these or other adverse reactions. 
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